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SEWICKLEY HILLS BOROUGH 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019  

General Council Meeting Minutes 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mrs. Phillips called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:30 
p.m. at the Sewickley Hills Borough Municipal/Recreational Building, located 
at 349 Magee Road, Sewickley, PA 15143-9117. 

 
PRESENT: Cynthia Phillips, Jack Faulkner, Lucille Guttendorf, Joseph H. Hajnas, Michael 

Lepore,  Andrew Shannon (Solicitor), Charlie Guttendorf (Treasurer), Diana 
Steele (Secretary),  

 
CITIZENS ATTENDED:        Hunter Hopkins, Chief Hanney, Don Fogel, Craig Rowland 
 
CITIZENS & GUESTS: Mrs. Phillips asks if there is anything not on the agenda to be discussed, there 

is no response. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL: Mrs. Phillips  asks if Council has reviewed March 12, 2019 meeting minutes for 
 approval.  Mrs. Phillips stated there was many changes to the minutes and 

asked Council to wait to approve until the May 14, 2019 meeting. 
 
POLICE REPORT: Ms. Steele  reported there were only 14 calls in March, they were mostly 
 minor. Chief Hanney stated most of the calls were Interstate related.  Chief 

Hanney stated the OTPD has been monitoring speed limits on Red Mud 
Hollow at the entrance to the Woods, so far there has been no problems. 

 
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Mrs. Phillips reported that Mrs. Ketterer received three (3) bids for the crack 
 sealing on the Borough roads.  The lowest bid was from Pave-Rite for 

$12,400.00 
 
 MOTION:  A motion is made by Mr. Faulkner to approve the bid from Pave-Rite 

for $12,400.00 to crack seal the Borough Roads, seconded by Mrs. Guttendorf, 
roll call is taken with all in favor. 

 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Solicitation Fee Resolution:  Atty. Shannon reported that the Solicitation fee 
 Resolution is ready to be approved, it will increase the cost to solicit in the 

Borough to $10/day, $50/week, $500/per annum. 
 
 MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Guttendorf to approve the Solicitation Fee 

Resolution # 1 of 2019, 



 2 

 seconded by Mr. Hajnas, motion passes with all in favor. 
  
Reserve at Sewickley Hills: Atty. Shannon reported that the developer of the Reserve at Sewickley Hills 
 has granted an extension of time to allow the Planning Commission to review 

the plan at the May 22, 2019 meeting with the expectation of Council 
rendering a decision at the July 31, 2019 Council meeting. 

 
Zoning Hearing Board:  Mrs. Phillips mentioned the Zoning Hearing Board will meet on April 29, 2019 at 
 7:30 p.m. to discuss an addition on a house, that would change the side set-

backs. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Mr. Guttendorf reported the following balances in the Borough’s accounts as 

of March 31, 2019:  
 
   PNC     $     8,428  
  FNB – Money market  $ 330,950 
  Capital Reserve  $   82,467 
  FNB- General Fund  $ 267,854 

 
Mr. Guttendorf stated there are two invoices that require payment by May 1, 
2019, these invoices came after checks were cut, Mr. Guttendorf asked Council to 
approve for payment, Quaker Valley Ambulance Authority and State Worker’s 
Comp. 

 
Mr. Guttendorf stated the auditor has sent the adjustments, so the profit and loss 
agree with the DCED report, which has been filed successfully. 

 
Mr. Guttendorf is asking for approval to move $250,000 from the FNB Money 
Market account to the FNB General Fund. 

 
MOTION:  A motion is made by Mr. Hajnas to move $250,000 from the FNB Money 
Market account to the FNB General Fund, seconded by Mr. Lapore, the motion 
passes with all in favor. 

 
Mr. Guttendorf is asking for approval to approve a Resolution to move $250,000 
from the FNB General Fund to Citizen’s Bank liquid account with an interest rate 
of 2.1%, this will diversify funds which was recommended by Fabian O’Connor. 

 
MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Guttendorf to approve Resolution # 2 of 2019, 
to move $250,000 from the FNB General Fund to Citizen’s Bank, seconded by Mr. 
Hajnas, motion is carried with all in favor. 

 
APPROVAL OF BILLS: MOTION:  A motion is made by Mr. Lapore to pay the bills as presented, 

and two invoices to be paid for Quaker Valley Ambulance Authority and State 
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Worker’s Comp, seconded by, Mr. Faulkner. Mrs. Guttendorf abstains from 
approving Mr. Guttendorf’s check; roll call is taken with all in favor. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  Wick Landscaping: Ms. Steele reported John Wick submitted his 

bid to cut the grass around the Borough building, the soccer fields, weed whack 
the entrance to the driveway, spray weeds at entrance, and spray weeds in the 
rear of the building. 

 
Cut Borough building field       from $118. to $124. 
Cut building lawn including grassy areas on both sides of driveway  from $45. to    $  55. 
Weed Whack entrance (every other month)     from $60 to  $  72. 
Spray behind Borough building (one time per summer)                 $350. 
Spray mulched area on sides of driveway (one per summer)                 $110. 
 

Ms. Steele to contact John Wick, at Mr. Hajnas’ suggestion, regarding weed 
whacking behind the building rather than spraying as the vegetation holds back 
erosion.   

 
MOTION:  A motion is made to accept Mr. Wick’s bid to cut the Borough fields and 
around the building, as necessary and to spend up to $1,000, as needed, to weed 
whack the entrance, spray behind Borough building, spray mulched area on sides of 
driveway, by Mrs. Guttendorf, seconded by Mr. Hajnas, roll call is taken with all in 
favor. 

 
Century West Soccer:  Ms. Steele stated she has placed at Council’s places the answers from Century 
 West Soccer Association that were posed by the Council. Ms. Steele is asking 

Council’s permission to have Atty. Leonard draw up a contract between 
Century West Soccer and Sewickley Hills Borough outlining all Council’s 
stipulations. 

 
 MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Guttendorf to approve Atty. Leonard to 

draw up a contract with all Borough stipulations, including the soccer 
association abide by the rules and have no contact with the Borough building,  
between Century West Soccer Association and the Borough of Sewickley Hills, 

 seconded by Mr. Lapore, motion is carried with all in favor. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Landscaping – front of Borough building:  Mrs. Guttendorf states she is 
 requesting funds to remove the grasses from the front of the building and 

replace with Joe Hajnas’ plan for landscaping. Mr. Hajnas suggested 
replacement of the grasses with barberries, boxwoods, compact burning 
bush, dwarf lilacs, replacement of the mulch, etc. 

 
  MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Guttendorf to spend up to $5,000 to 

remove grasses from the front of the building and replace with a plan drawn up 
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by Joe Hajnas, to include purchase of hanging baskets, seconded by Mr. 
Faulkner, roll call is taken with all in favor.  

 
 Mrs. Guttendorf reported she obtained “No pet signs” for the Borough 

building and is requesting up to $50 to obtain “Private” or “Office” signs for 
the office spaces within the building. 

 
 Mrs. Guttendorf stated she would like to authorize Ms. Steele to spend up to 

$200 for minor repairs to equipment, computer repairs, etc. without waiting 
for Council approval. 

 
 MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Guttendorf to authorize Ms. Steele to 

spend up to $200 for minor repairs to equipment, computer repairs, etc. 
without having to get approval from Council President or waiting for Council 
approval, seconded by Mrs. Phillips, roll call is taken with all in favor. 

 
 MOTION:  A motion is made by Mrs. Phillips to spend up to $50.00 to buy 

“Private” or “Office” signs for the Borough office spaces, seconded by Mr. 
Hajnas, roll call is taken with all in favor. 

 
 Boundary Signs:  Mr. Hajnas stated he made a mock up Boundary sign and put 

it on Hunt Road to see if the scale needs to be changed.  He stated further 
that he would like to post a 15-mph sign on Hunt Road, even though that 
speed limit is not enforceable by the police department, it may deter 
speeding. Mr. Hajnas to remove the “ Neighborhood Crime Watch” signs in 
the Borough as they are obsolete. 

 
 Generator:  Mr. Faulkner stated he believes the Borough building should 

install a generator enabling residents without power to have a safe space for 
warmth and water.  Mr. Faulkner said he would look into pricing for a 
generator.  

 
 Solar Panels:  Mr. Faulkner stated he would like to explore the option of 

installing solar panels, Ms. Steele to call and arrange to have a representative 
address Council regarding the installation of solar panels on the roof of the 
Borough building. 

          
Salt Storage:  Mr. Lapore has been exploring the options of salt storage at the 
Borough building to include weight of tri-axles impact on the parking lot. He 
stated there is 21 ½ tons of salt in a tri-axle, the Borough would require 9 to 
10 deliveries during the winter months.  Mr. Lapore is also exploring the size 
of a salt storage unit. 
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 Borough Parking Lot:  Mr. Faulkner has asked Pave-Rite to submit a bid to re-
do the parking lot at the Borough to accommodate heavier traffic. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION:  A motion is made by Mr. Lapore to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m., 

seconded by Mr. Hajnas; motion is carried with all in favor. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Diana Steele-Secretary 

 

 
 


